Morphology and distribution of tanycytes in the third ventricle of the adult rat. A study using semithin methacrylate sections.
Light microscopy and semithin methacrylate sections were used to study the tanycytic projections and morphology in the floor of the third ventricle of the rat. The tanycytic cell soma was located in the ependyma. The luminal surface showed minute protrusions into the ventricular space and their basal processes projected across the width of the parenchyma of the infundibular region. During their course, tanycytic processes made contact with capillaries in the parenchyma and pial surface, suggesting that they might be involved in uptake and/or delivery mechanisms between the cerebrospinal fluid, hypothalamic cells and blood vessels.